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VA Thar in the rwingkhng 
(3 of an cyc , witholtany 
WD. Y.- more adoe , I will make 
thee ſee a great £2mbat in which the 
Church hath becn engaged for the- 
ſpace of one hundred yearcs - I wil 


wake. thee contemplate the high 
A-3., achieve 
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achievements. and noble trophics 
that truth hath gotten againſt crrour 
and falſhood. 

The SeCtaric ſhall be handlcd 
here with a ſwectneſſe that ſhall not 


— —_ 


be languiſhing , and the judicious | 


Chriſtian , who loves to be fed with 
folid reaſons, ſhall ſee powerfull r:0- 
tives to make him reverence and 


cheriſh the greatneſle of the true Ree | 


Jigion ; beſides that 'he will be en- 
abled to learn thence a manner of 
helping ſuch ſoules as he defires to 


haye corwyerted,” I know: ſome that | 


God hath particularly touched by the 


conſideration of theſe reaſons, which | 


hath incited me (- having gone them 
over lightly in a Chapter of the Ho. 
ly (ourt ) to unfold and enlarge the 
_ ſame in their fult meaſures. 


CI 2. 


An Herche diſcovercd is a facc un- 


maſked ; take away the vizard you | 


diſarme her, pull away this ſemblance 
painted 


_ 
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painted with hypocrifie , wherewith 
the hath plaiſtered her face, you ſuf. 


ficiently refute her ; __ need bur 


know her to overcoin: h:r,and when 
the head of his arrowsare bare , they 
have no more force, $, Jerome 1n 
hu letter to (reſiphon, 

Many Dodctours have hitherto 
couragiouſly endeavoured” to take 


from her: this veil and. adulte;ated 
- colours, yea even ſheat this time hath 


{5 favourably unmasked- her {elf for 


you , that a man muſt pull out his 


eyes if he will not brhold her defor- 


mitie in her rebellion, juſtly: derefted 
by the ſage and moderate of her own 
fide, And I beſcech them to conſider 


that this egge which they alhorre is 
-aid by the Raven which droodeth-in 


their boſome, and it is «great blind- 
neſs to break the eggcs of the/Af 


and cherith the Serpent which hath | 


laid them, ©: 1 268 
Good and generous ſoul:s: which, 


yet retain ſome: ſparks ' of 4; truly 


A4 Chriſtian ..- 
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Chriſtian ſpirit , doe well ſee theſe 
proceedings are not according to | 
Scriptuve which ſo firictly recom- 
menderh the honour of Kings : and 
therefore they ſound a retreat , they | 
fold up their Enfigns , freely confel- | 
fing they have erred as nien, and pro- | 
tclt they will not perſevere in miſ- 
chief hke dcvils. 

There are none Lut enraged ſpi- | 
rits, that will be healed by the expc- | 
rience of their own ill, and bury 
thcmielycs in_their own ruine 3 wie 
.men alwayes make a medicine for 


themſelyesof others folly, 
$ 3- 


Goto then , you who after ſo ma- 
ny voices from heaven doe ftill ftag- 
ger and adviſe if you ought to return 
to the Church ( which is the womb 
of your beginning and boſome of 
your repoſe )give me leave that I may 
take this filme from your cyes , grow 
not outragious, to what purpoſe. 
abs. | ſhould 


COT 7 » CO + 9. Y- 0 


. and mercy may open your heart and_* 
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ſhould you fRtand quaking in theſe 
frightfull agonics ? exerciſe a little 
Patience, I doc not doubt bur you 
will bleſs the hand which layeth hold 
on you. when you ſhall come to ſee 
the light ;- I come not with ſword in 
hand to put a Religion into your 
heads with main force, I come to you 
full of compaſsion of your miſery, 
full of affection for your ſalvation, 
full of the deſire of your eaſe, of your 
contentment , of your glory, Doe 
you refuſe me ? A truth doth not gall 
youreares,when you have-underſtood  * 
and diligently conſidercd it , if -it __ © 
pleaſe you not, you may reje&t if... 
But I beſeech God the father of light . 


eyes to reſolye you herein according- 

ly to his holy will, It is a matter of 

no ſmall importance to handle the 
affairs of ſalvation ; we well know... 
we have an inmortal ſoul, which ſhall _ 
ſuryive to- all eternity either in'the._ 
boſome. of the glory of heayen , orin _ 

; 3 I, 
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the flames of the damned ; we well 
know by what gate it entred into this 
life , and where it at the preſcnt ſo- 
journeth , but we underſtand not by 
what paſſage , when or how it ſhall 
iflue our, We have nothing here 
more certain then death, nothing 
more uncertain then the hour and 
manner, nothing ſo aſſured in the 0- 
ther world as to find there a judge- 
ment of God , a heaven for vi: tues, a 
hell for fin 5 nothing ſo dowttull as 
the determinate ſentence of your p:0- 


cefs, nothing ſo atſolutely confirmed 


as that on2 cannot be ſaved without 


true religion, and nothing ſo contro- 


verted by the malice of Satan as the 


-verifl? of religion , notwithſcanding 
— if you crre in the choice , you make 
-fbip-wrack before you weigh an- 


chor, and ſo long as you remain in 
errour nothing can ſave or deliver 
youf from eternal damnation; for 
it isa belief of all Chriſtianitic wit- 
neſſed by Saint. Fulgentmns , © that 
= | all 
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© all thoſe who ſhut up the courſe of 
*« their life out of the truc Church,al- 
©« though they have filled the world 
« with Hoſpitals, and thed their 
&« bloud for the name of Chriſt, can- 
©Cnot free themſelves from the eter. 
&« nal torments of hel, Lrb. de fide,ad 
Petr, Diacon, cap. 1 8. Sce wretched 
ſoules if at this dreadfull hour of 
death and Gods judgement you find 
your ſelf miſerably deceived by your 
blind guides under 'the pretexc: of 
Scripwre , whicher will you have re- 
courſe > Verily whatſoevr is ſaid ro 
you, you know well in your conlci- 
ence _ dying in the faith 'of (5 
many religious - P: inccs and 
Godly =o fp in W, noland who have 
dire&ly oppaſed yours, you hay? a'l 


the poſsible aſſurance of a g20d re- 
ligion , nor do I think you have fo 
laid down all ſham? that you; con- 


demn' fo great and iliuſt:ious per- 
ages, 


ls You 


— 


— 
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— 
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You are not 1gnorant that all in- 


ovation is dangerous, but principal- . 
Ty in matters of Faith, They that fol- 


Jow the main current and generality 
of a rehgion ancient & well ground- 
ed, cannot periſhbut by falling from 
heaven , cannot ſtumble in their be- 
lief, but by intombing themſclycs in | 
the ruimcs of Chriftianitic , which .; 
Gcd neither can nor will ſuffer to be 
loſt according to his promiſe, They 
that adhere to novelties ſail in a ſea 
of monſters and tempeſts without 
polc-ſtar, without rudder , withouc 
Pilot , without any other guide then 
their own judgement , which cannot 
chuſe but very eafily deceive them, 
If there be flames in hell employed in 


the puniſhment of ſinfull ſoules,chere 


is no doubr but ſhall chiefly be - 
inflicted on | hw. b have labour” 


20 rend the garment of Jeſus Chriſt, 
to , 
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to: break the connexions and ſeames 
of the Church , to ſtrike at the law- 
full powers ordained byGod to throw - 

: diſordeyfire and bloud into the ſtate 

- | of their Prince, What horrour will 

- | it be in- this great and general day, . 4, 
' - when you ſhall ſee your innocency 

. by "aſſociation: of religion ingaged ' 
in the enormitic of ſo many dula- 

- | Rrous crimes which you muſt expiate 

| , with pains which ſhall have no othex = 
| \ Itwits but eternity-? Enter again in- - 

* * toyourſelf alittle, and afford ſo 
much patience as to yiew and know 

| - your ſelf, for if you defire to proceed 
with all ſecurity , I adviſe you three 


things. | 
$5 


| 4 Firſt, to have a ſpirit throughly 

 , H«Jiſchargedof anticipations, batt'#> > 
- -mimoſitiecand apprehenſions , which - 
' . raiſe miſts even a the moſt. 
- reſplendent lights-ofcruth. Ir hr | 
* that 


4 
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that heretofore at Smraa a City of 
Greece there was a falſe mirrour kept! 
in thc Temple , which did repreſent 
the moſt beautifull and amiable faces 


with notable deforinity , and on the | 


contrary gave to creatures ugly and 

' mifhapen a Juſter of borrowed and 
wholly .imaginary beauty, Your paſ- 
© fhonate Leaders in the falſe glaſs of 
their doctrine repreſent the true 
Church to you , this chaſt ſpouſe of 

— Heaven, as a monſter coinpoſed'of all 
Aports of aboininations' , you have 
our cars perpetually beaten with the 
even-hills of Rozze, with Antichriſt, 
_ With the horned. caſt! , with idola- 
_- tries and ſuperſticions which they 
malicioufly o>trud2 ro us, It you re- 
hain fix2d in theſe perſwaſions, how 
_-can you do? other but hace that 

- which you know nor, Oa the con- 

-" rary you are made to behold a Se&t 
— which you well know to have been 
__ begun by a general revolt from ſupe- 
"rior powers, by {candalous-ſenſuali- 


XS ties 


- 
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tics and an. infinice number of cruel-__ 
ties, as a celeſtial d>&rine, beantifull — 
radiant under the: pretext 'of Scri-__ 
ture, which is merely imaginary and _ 


_ | falfly pretended ; and conſidering it 
| under this veil you love it; and as / 


Nero, who through an Emerald be” 
held the flames and blaud of his coun, 
trey and found it a pleaſant mirrour, 
ſo whilſt you behold and -yiew the 


| pretended religion under a veil, all 


ſeemeth beautifull and goodly to you, 
Take away for one houre at [eaſt this 
partial prejudice ſpirit drunk with 

ffion and tak: another calms , re- 
poſed, ſetled , which hath an.indiffe- 
rent ear for cach part.. 


s. 6. 


The ſecond thing is , youmuſt-not 
too. much tick upon gee curiofities 
of a thouſand controveslics ahd un- 
profitable diſputations. Trith ordina- 
rily is therein ill handl:d under the 

| | ſhadow 
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ſhadow of cheriſhing it, it is haled 
this way and that way with ſuch 
boldneſs , that it ſeemeth every one: 
would diſmember it', and cactr man 
take his ſhare away wich him, After 
ſo many ftabs and ſtocadoes on this 
fide and that fide , no other fruit is 
Arrived but yea and no, and the ſoul 
oft-times finds it ſelf as much yoid 


of peace and reaſon” as it 1s: full of 


gall and darkneſs, You know what 


1s written in the viſion of the Pro-. - 


phet Elias, King. 3 ch. 19. God is - 
not-to be found in the ruſtling of 
impewous winds,in boiſterous ſtorms, -. 


in turmoiles, in fire ; but in a gen- 
tle gale which bringeth light and re- 
= ni in its WIngs. Likewiſe ye- 
ritie fit to handle the conyerfion of 
ſoules is not ordinarily in theſe ar- 


dent and - contentious 'diſputations-”- 
where the prizes of faſt and looſe are | 


-play'd , but in the rcpoſe of a quier 
ſpirit , temperate, moulded in the 
-hands of a prudent- docibleneſs , "of 
_ F: , 


— 


” 
—_— 


, 


| 
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faith runneth a different courſe from 
humane ſciences, To ſay why this ? 
and why that ? to fift the cauſes, the 


cffeRs, the tenents,the utmoſt bounds 
of a point is the vulgar track of in- 


| feriour Schools, Faith which hath-£ 


God himſelf for obje,who isa bot- 
tomleſſe abyſle of light and perfeCti- 
on cannot demon{trate all that it be- 
lieveth, otherwiſe it would not be 
faith , nor God wauld no more be 
God. He thas ſeeketh faith ſecketh 
not reaſon , Lthexs bath nothing to 
inzermeddle with .Hiers{aleys nor 
the Academy with the Church, {Þr. 
ſerms, 58. Our School is the porch 
of Solomon, which teacheth us we 
muſt ſearch for God with ſumplicity 
of heart, and not with frivolous cu- 
riofity,Tert,de preſcr, Faith moyeth 
upon two poles, the fluſt is to bdlieye 
what God hath revealed , the ſecond 
to believe becauſe he who is an eternal - 
Trath hath reyeal'd it, without any - 
other reſtriction, ſpecified modifica- - 
| tr 


- 
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tion or humane diſtinion, What 
wrong doth . the Creator to-us if he | 
would haye us to believe more of him | 
then we are able to comprehend > it Y 
is not for the iron t> ask of the 
magnete or loadſtone from whence 
thoſe charmes and ſecret influences 
come, wherewich he attrafeth and 
ccaptiverth him , it is enough that he 
follow, When God propoleth a ve- 
ritie unto thee by the voice and ge- 
neral conſent of the Church ( poor \. 
man) thou kickeſt, thou friskeft, thou 
-doft appeal tohumane reaſon,to ſenſe, 
-to judgement which-liaye wings too 
'fhort and inſufficient © ro - unidertake 
fuch a flight. Whilſt thou therein 
proceedeſt in this manner , thy faith 
'will be no true faith , but a-phantahfie 
'which will entertain thee with falfe 
1llufions and leave thee real torments, 


Tt is great ſcience in matters of Re- | 


ligion to have a holy and conſcicn- 
tious ignorance. All Hereticks (ſaith 
Tertullian aboyc cited-) promiſe rea- 
$323 We | ſon 


\ 
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ſon and knowledge, all of them af- 
ſail faith with humane underſtand- 


, ing 3 God tcacheth us another way, 


from the 


; which is to* adore his myſteries with 


ſu>raifion of ſpirit , and "'make 
of our own proper judgements a ſa- 
crifice on the altar of Faith, 


$..7. 


The third thing which you ao 
have in great recommendation, is di- 
ligently to purge your conſcience 

CES cud” of &. The fpirit- of 
God is pkafed & fedam !tics, 
&nothing ſo muchihindereth-heaven- 
ty doQtrine as unpurity of life, Pearls 
are difſolyed in vineger, and trurh in 
a heart: made'bitter with the corru- 
ption of vice, If -you defire that :it 
ſhould come /to you, obſerve three 
things exaftly ; Firſt , endeayour as 
much as you can poſſibly to Sch your 
felf from a certain ſpirit of p - 
ption , which puffcth men up andin- 
ebriateth them with the loye 'of their 
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own judgement before they be 
chroughly awakened, and from hence 
it comes that they affeRionately em- 


brace theniſelves , and make ſuch e- \ 


ſteem of their own :thoughes , words, 
maxims, that all ſeemeth Gold. This 
is 2 pernicious illuſion , and which 
ſtoppeth up all acceſſe to our Saviour 
who is much pleaſed to converſe with 
ble. Secondly, live with great 
nora d ſoul and body, carchully 


your ſelf from being en-' 


n Tendual affeions , plca- 
gore in lent af which bury 


the ſoul in a puddle and make it un- 
capable of all good, God hath not 
upon carth a more picaſing hoſteſſc 
then pwritie of heart, Prov..c,2.v.2, 
It is that which procures for vs the 
amity-of the Sovereign King , and 
= us near the divinity , Sep. 6. 
at &- labour to: a your ſelf 


ritie, and che yery bowels of | 


ey towards the poor — perſons 
afflicted , a(sifting them according to 


(= 
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' the ability which you have ; and 
when you fortified with ſuch armes 
ſhall daily knock-at the gates of hea- 


4 ven by inceſſant prayer - , asking 


ace, ſpeaking and conferring often 
Nirh ſome Orthodox DoRtour , Vit- 
tuous , charitable and peacefull ; I 
have infinite hopes the Eicher of light 
will dart upon. your heart his beams, 
| and give you leave- to know the 
cruth, In the mean ſpaceponder a lit- 
the in- your heart forr notable points 
which wilt make 


'F. 8, 


cond the progreſfe , the third the' 
| foundation of the doArime,the fourth 

the Fruics. Behold four- rouch-ſtones 
to. judge aright of religton:, If 'all 
this doe well accord with reaſonand 


difeover the 
falſeneſfe of the pretended Religion, 


The firſt is the beginning , the ſe- 


verity-in any pretended Retigion y BF - 
give you kave tofollow i , bur ifall 


EY 
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therein be tottering and ruinous, -I 


beſcech you , open your eyes a little - 


and view your miſery aftey you have 


{9 often ſhut up your cares againſt . 


reaſon , and your heart againſt cha- 
rity. 


$F. 9. | 
Then firſt of all conſider whether 


this: religion you profeſſe be ancient 
or new, if it be ancient and the Re- 
ligion of the Apoſtles you ought to 
follow it, if new you ought to con- 
denm' it, noman doubteth, Now it 
is new as noveltie it ſelf, which is 
proved, firft , by the name thereof ; 
ſince eyery Religion which is called 
reformed ought neceſlarily to have 
been deformed, for a thing is not re- 
formed which neycr had deformitie, 
this's clear, And every Religion 


which is . ſaid to be reformed in þ 
- things eſſential, as Sacraments was. 


then beforg deformed in matters eſ- 
ſential, 


, 
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ſential ,' -and -ſo-deformed that in a 
word , it was no longer a Religion ; 


"ſubfiſt without the verity of Faith 
can be a man' without a' reaſonable - 
| we make queſtion, (according toyour 
things, to wit in Sacraments ; where- 


by it appears it was no more Reli- 
gion , then a lying Truth , to ſpeak 


[ properly, is Truth it ſelf. Wherefore 


} we conclude that thoſe who 
boaſt they have reformed, it within. 


wholly new , as if the ſun had been 
it, it would be an abſolute new ſun; 


| ſo isthis Religion wholly new, Be- 
hold then if every new Religion ( as 


which you profeſſe is falſe, fince it 


for it is as-impoſsible a. Religion-can : 
and Sacraments, as to ſay that a man ., 
| ſoul, Now this Religion of Which- 
ſaying) was' deformed in-effential 


theſe hundred yeares have made it 


| is moſt evident)carry it's condemna-: 
| tions ſee you not that this ſame: 


proyeth 


annihilated for a thouſand yeares - 
| ſpace , and that God camie to reſtore: 
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proveth it ſelf to be new, and-difeo- | 

- veted fince Luther and (alwn, And 
think not this novekie is only proved | 

by reaſon , for'it is the confeſs 

: fron of tlie French ref, - _— | 
which open! iff ther one | 

and: RI ie the Church 

hurhynor” beer reformed , bur” | 
abfoturety maide new, This ſole in- | 

novacions ( if you judge aright of it Y | 

{ſhould give you occaſion to-ſnſpeR ir, | 

The ſage Commonweakh of the Zy- | 

ofore ordained that all 
thoſe who! would propoſe an et l 
ty minatter of Mw, it | 

1% iblick with a halter about their | 

necks, tothe end' that if ehcirp '|þ 

ſions were nor found to be good &* | 
profitable, the authors thereof ſhontd | | 

| 
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be ſtrangled #1 the place, Arid what” 
can one 'think p they who have 
in ſach huge noveſifine "tn 
matter of Religion , ſo diſaftronsand! ) 
ſs prejudiciat to Chriftendeine by” 
the cffuſion-of fo-nuch Mid? Jude” 


your 
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\ 
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. your ſelves, and weigh at leaſure th© 


;| one ſole day of interruption , - and: 
B | 


force of this Argument ; you ſhall 
find it is very hard to find evaſions 
a2ainſt this verity ; for of two things 


Church hath wholly been extinQ the 
ſpace of aboye a thouſand yeares , 
and then was newly repaired accord. 
' ing to the ancient model of the A. 
' poltles , or that it hath alwayes been 
on foot, but inviſible and unknown, 
' Theſe two evyaſions are yery vain and 
| frivolous as you ihall underſtand 
| thereunto | a little applying your 
judgement : for to ſpeak of the fiiſt 
| that the Church hath been newly re- 
| formed : firſt, this is againſt the 


- } word of God, who to his Church 


| promiſeth. an aſſiſtance without in» 
| terruption even to the end of the 
world ; theſe are his words , Behold: 
I am with you all the dayes , evente 
| the conſummation of the world, 
HMatth, 28, v. 2. headmitteth not 


you . 


Pri > In Seu 


you muſt confeſle one,cither that th* _ 
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. - you makeone of a thouſand or eleven 
hund —_ Secondly, you make 
a Jcius-Chriſt diſarrayed , a Church 
reduced te nothing. far the ſpace of \ 
ten ages, which is very ingollerable ; 
and ſhallneyer be, nay not during 
the time of Antichriſt's perſecution, |, 
Morcoyer, were it ſo, you muſt deny 
the providence of God, ſo to have 
abandopgd to a general: deſolation 
a work faſt cemented: with the blond 
of his'Son., yea he who hath care &+ 


ven-.of the nefts of little Halcyons, 
Finally ; you-muſt ſay: that! Jeſus 
Chrift. was an impoſtour and-unable, 
2n impoſtour, . to: kave- protniſed' a | 
Church without incertuption.z un | 
able, in thathe could nor-preſerye it; | 
all which is baſphemous; - + -- --- | 
Toafhrm the fecond', thar this 
Church hath-atwayes  boen-butun«' | 
_ and'inyifible, if'alt mery-were' 
changed into beaſts. ir might ha 
they would be thus perſwaded: ho 
ifthity yea retain ofie drachme-of hu-- 


mane- 


, # O& _ ww 


File bf © << s VU vs 
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| mane capacity it were impoſſible , > 


impartinent is this Propoſition. For 
61ſt of all becauſe you will affirm no- 
thing: without proof out of holy Scri- 
peure, it is demanded of you where is 
it ſpoken, of this unknown Church, 

of this inviſible Church > much 
otherwife, She is compared to a city 
planted upon a hill , to the light , to 
the pavillion in:the Sun wo Scri- 
pure teacherh us; and S, «Auguſtine 
proyeth it Ly the fame Sripture upon 
the eighteenth Pfalme, 7z $ ole poſu- 


ee eras hn mn manifeſta- 


lone foſter bot, 
in Þ ain. :18.: Secondly, if this 


Church © wete © unknown . whither 
ſhould the: Gentiles have addreſſed 
themſelves far their conyerſion ? or 
thaſ&thart were daubtfull for their re- 
folvtior,, or: all the faithfll for di-- 
reAiah'> God referreth them to his 
Chutch, .Isit nota mere mockery to 


fend! them 22. @ thing invidlale 7" 


_ be no proof in Scri-. 


B 2 prure, 
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pture , - Which ayerreth this ; ſome 
humane 1caſon at leaſt'is required. 
Can a Propofition more reaſonable 
| be made, 'then to ask of thoſe who' 
maintain a thing to have beer 1n 
former ages, to produce ſome marks 
thereof ; that they- ſhew how for a' 
thouſand yeares of deſolation their 


Church hath been in EO hay: 
Ic 


ſet before us one ſole hiſtory whi 

witnefleth how in the thouſand, two, 
three}, four and five hundred yeares 
there was found a-company of bre- 
thren, who profeſſed an” univerſal 
ſmnme' of Articles which theſe men 
now maintain, The Pharnix 18 yery 
__ » but yet it isſaid in ſuch and 
and ſuch a year a Phaenix was ſeen 
in Rowe, Do we find that any man 
faith the like of the pretended re- 
formed Religion ? -there is not a 
word of it, We find the Waldenſes, 


Circamcelli ans, G noſt1 chs,B orbort-. 


ter and Begwins who have held ſome 
piecc'of our Sectaries belicf ; and we 
| | likewiſc 


) | 


| 
| 
| 


? 
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 likewiſc. behold rhat all- haves b:c4n 


condemned as: H:reticks ; but: there 
is: not one to be found” who -hath 
framed this bodi: of the pretznded 
Religion as it is at this day compo 
ſed; What mcaneth this? 1s-it to 
have one fmall ſpatkl: of the nnd2r«- 
ftanding of man to :fhirm ſuch a 


thing to. have been, and not to kno! 


how to produce one Proof?is not this 
toplay &/op'sAfs,that vaunted he had 
oreat ſecrets of wifdome to commul- 
nicate to other beaſts , and to autho- 
rize it he hid himſelf a long time in 
a dry. pit; from whence lie came witli 
a Philofopher's cloak , ſaying ,-that 
whilſt he had been inviſible he had 
much addicted himſelf to Sciences 
and the knowledge of truth '; -in the 
end it was known he wasan Aſsand 
with many. blowes and baſtonadoes 
he was ſent back [again 'to the pit 
from . whence he came, This is 4 

Parable which T ert#dlian (in. Mare. 
Lib.q.cap. 2.3.) ſpake tothe Hereticks 


_ 


—w__ B 3 of 
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of his time : You now come forth as 
an Afs out of Aſop's pit, and you 


cry out ; Tell me who are gu from _ 


"whence come you ? who ſent you ? 
what right have you upon Us, to Cx- 


tinguiſh thc belief of our fore-fa- | 
thers? do you not behold a begin. 


ning of the pretended thameleſſe and: 
tidicutous Religion , which well 
proyeth irs nullitie, 


KF. 10. 


The fecond Conſideration on 
_ __ _ rs well to baltahce 
, advance and pu- 

blicition of this Se, If you find ic 
conformable to the ancient mariner 
vf the primitive Church folbw ir, if 
It be” rely oppoſite have you wot 
preat 'r&aſon to abandon it > Now 
Sir ſo it /is , and behold how ; The 
frue'Church from her infancy hath 
had" four marks tft evident , rhe 
41ft 'is a profound (hamilityg-cho 


ſecond 


_ 


as > 


uU 


Dr 
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ſecond a great love of virginity, 
chaſtity and con:inence s witneſs 
Athenagoras a moſt ancient A. 
who niakes mention ot c2415 
purity of dody ,, and faiih #5 te 
mark of the excellency of our Reli 
gion , Reperure apud x95 eſt permud- 
tos viros & mulieres qu 1n celibats 
conſeneſcunt, Athenag. the third is 
a great oJedience to (periouts, re 
commended by S. Paxl to the Res. 
mans, Let every ſoul be ſnhbjetk to 
ſuperiour powers, Row.c. 12, the 
fourth a weetrieffc and admirable 
patience in perſecutions : . Behold 
what apices the publication of 
the Goſpel, If you odſerye any thing 
like in the progreſſe of the pretende(] 
Religion, rhen 'haye you (cauſe 15 
have a good opinion :of ic ;; but if 
JU _ do fee all her proceed- 

te ro the (ame, conchide- ir 
js: = cf God, And tell tne whaz are 
her proceedings in the at 
_ it eannot r —_— 
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that the wvittue of humility is the 
foun'ation of Faith , and one of the 
moſt notle CharaCteis of Chriſtian 
Religion. Where humility zs ( ſaith 
the wiſe man) there i wiſdowe, Pro- 
verb, 11, and God 7s pleaſed to drie 
” the roots of proud people,E2zec.10. 
ow all Hereſie is inſepatably. rycd 
to a prord ſpirit, from whence it | 
took. beginning , derived nouriſh- 
ment , and receiyed'increaſe, We 
might alledge an infinite number of 
teſtimonies to this purpoſe , but we 
onely now tell yzvu, how two Here- 
tick women of the race of E/xay did 
as it were cauſe their ſpittle to be 
adored, and how one /llebert gave 
the paring of his nailes to his Secta- 
ries for Reliques, Epiphan.hereſ, 19, .. 
ſo true it is chat Herefie being a 
ſprout of the evil ſpirit (till retaines 
the mark of that pride , which have. 
ing once aflayed to diſturb heaven, 
never ſuffers the earth to- enjoy re- . 
poſe: TIt-is. well known how in the .. 


ſt” 
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laſt age one called John Leyden , by 
trade a Butcher , and ringleader of 
the Hereticks in Germany , having 
firſt, publiſhed a law of plurality of 
wives , went into the field , drawing 
along with him huge troopes of un- 
chaſte creatures , where aftcr he 
had play'd the Prophet , . he cauſed 
himſelf to be choſen King, took a 
triple diademie , ere&ed a-proud pa-., 
villion wherein he gave, audience, 
eftabliſh:d his Court and Porentares., - 
chooſing out rogues and Kknaves at. 
that time attired in cloth of gold and 
filyer, and other coſtly ſtuffs ,. which 
having bur a little before ſeryzd for . 
ornaments. on Altars , were now cut , 
in pieces by the hands of theſe Har-- 
pycs,..and imployed to cover infa-. 
mous bodies , that rather deſerved to: 
be involyed in ſulphur and flames, 
When this King. of cards, marched. 
through the City you would haye, 
taken him for the great Duke . of . 
Muſcovia or ſome antick King of 
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| Hiernſalem, > Page mounted on 


horſeback bare a Bible covered with 
plates of 'gold 'befote him, another 
carticd 1 naked ſword, willing there- 
by to exprefſe that he was born'for 
the defence of- the Goſpel, Beſides 
he commonly had in his hands 2 \ 
polden #lo5e , whereon theſe words | 
were engraven, King 'of Fuſtict on | 
earth. Anne Delphonſe the firſt of | 
fourteen wives this Impoſtour 'had 


married , went atons with hith tad” 4" 


in a rich mantle furred with Er- , 
mines claſped with a great buckle all - | 
of maſlte gold, Corvin.c Floranontl, 
This would ſeem ſtrange if we had 
not larely known the inſolence of 
Rebells and their innginary revali- 
ties, which afe mounted to ſuch an 
heiglic of fiiry, that rhey draw yery 
near td the like frenzie , yet will we 
10t at.this tirtie inſtance hereupon in 
any thing coticerning this Article, | 


"We onely ſay that 'to feparate_'rEli- . 


NCETS : ; 


Liou froth rebellion, and thewan- 


"——_—_ 
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nets of men from the doCttine , th© 
maxims of Sttarics wake an abſo+ 
lure profeſſion of the maſt enraged 
yanity that may be obſerved in the 
courfe of hutnane life, For if the 
Scripture doth ſo ſtrictly recommend 
unto us in the practice of Huniliry, 
not to make our ſclycs over-wiſe of 
able, Ron, 12, not to reſt upon our 
j:dgement or proper ptudeiice , Pro- 
verb. 35. t5 hearken to our fore- 
fathers, to obey Paſtours who haye 
lawfull ſucceffion , to work or Salva. 
tion wjth fear and trembling” at 
Gods judgements, What niay-. we 
think of 2 Sect which athorizetha 
peculiar ſpirit which hath evet been - 
the ſeminary of all ' Schiſnis arid dif- 
orders, which withonr A—— 

putr&h the "Sct ipturs into all ha 
Us *jaklve fs nog toni vl 
whettte Hh: iftni am 
Tfmitenantber of” #6 Lyifiohs', wn 
eeacheth to account” | 
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- thers reverenced, all that the wiſcſt 
and moſt religious men of the world 
decided , which teachcth to ſpit a- 
ocainſt light and trample under foot 
the commandements of Paſtors and 
Prelates,to flatter ones ſelf with afſſu- 
rance of ſalvation & predeſtination 
in the greateſt exorbitancies and ne- 
oleRs of life ?. Verily, it is an admi- 
rable thing to behold how the petty 
ſpirits of Artificers and. filly women 
kufie themſelye herein, and to what 
a degree of pride they come ,. when 
abuſed by I know nat what .imagi. 
nary Texts. of Scripture , they are 
pufted up with - their own -abilitie, 
What pride more irregular then. to 
ſee men not content with the Religi« 
on praRiſcd in England's three con. 
verſions, nor pleaſed with the 
Churches . and Tombes of their an. 
ceſtors that had been-conſtant in the 
ſame. at leaſt a thouſand yeares , to 
become ſo curious as: to think their 
Kings and Paſtors all along ww 
Abs E9 en. 


C _—_— 
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been idolaters , and-all the beſt part 
of man-kind beſtial, from-whomhey. 
ſeparate themſelves: as. from - people 
infected with a ſpiritual 'contagion;, 
and da all they can to Deifie their 
own opinions ? What Phariſee ever 
came near this height of pride ? If 
there were any, the leaſt ſparkle of 
humility, a good ſoul. would ſay: 
within it ſelf, What do I ? or, where 
amT? it isan old faying, he that 
too: much truſteth to hinuſelf is-a :de- 
vil to himſelf, I think I am ground- 
ed on the word of God, but have not 
all Hefeticks had the ſame founda- 
tion, Which they in concluſion found 
onely to ſubſiſt in their own imagi- 
nation? + Why. ſhould I ſeparate-my 
ſelf from the main body of the ar" 
cient Church , to ſatisfie the itch of 
my .: 
cred) y 
nour-& worth, who are clear-fighted 
ras va _ henld be and 
1A TRIS-, FEY may Raven -_ 
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2nd opinions #s we ; but they haye 
oyercoine them by humility and rea- 
fon , they have ſtuck to the body of 
the tree, they have followed the ge- 
neral conſent of people , which ta- 
ther live in uniformity then adhere 
to noyelty. Let them not be figured 
to me a$Tdolatcrs , idiots and ſupcr- 
ſtitious men , they haye far other 
aitfes then theſe. The wiſet anfl 
moſt temperate of our ſtde btheve 
then not to be damned in their Re- 
livion ; to what purpoſe then is all 
this, to handle a bufinefle apazg, to be 
feparated from our near allies, from 
Sactaments , Church, Tombes ; and 
to be the cauſe of ſo niany divifions, 
ſpoils and bloudſhed >. I plainly ſce 
we muſt hereafter live ih re-nnion, 
Tr [48 © the ſpirit of: 'God Which 
cottuniantls ft; "TFT bave befrefs in th 
heart Uifferent From the vtdinary , 
ousht not to- divulge. chem to -ctexte 
Schiſmes-and ſcandals, I ſhould in- 


Gortt\ ity RE; T Thowld abey, iris fit'l 
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Tomewhat yield 'to the love "of thoſe 
who-look after me for my pod ; and 
to the authoritic of ſuch'as cotturand 
over'me by juftice, I 'rannor periſh 
it making a factifice of ty proper 
will for peace & the common'good, 


 . to thoſe whom God hath appoitited 


tne for guiders and fupetionts, This - 
is the ortat fciencerwhich Twill hete- 
after ſeck in the government-of the 
inward man, Behold what an hum- 
ble creature might ſay ; butinfoketi- 
cic the inſeparable companion 'vf 
Hwreftg proceederh mach'5therwife. 
And as concetning Patity, let 11s'tiot 
vo about to ſpzak of the vices bf pary= 
ticitlar men , which ate exctffes of 
hature, fot lawecs 'of profeſſvn's fot 
to'fay _ vices tn vt body Be 
in one {eR., is to ſay ttothing 3 itt 
to ſay theſe yides ate confirmed and 
authorized by the maxitnes arnt{ 'ex- 
anvptes of the fame Set, this By | 
all, Now this js it which we” Þ 
retitfers : 
for - 
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for it cannot - be denied. but we 
ought to keep promiſe with men, and 
by a much ſtronger reaſon what we 
promiſe to God, yet notwithſtanding 
the principal of the -pretenders have 


taughr. by word, and practiſed by + 


example the do&rine of the whole 
body , which is, that one nay break 
a yow of chaſtity, to wit , of a thing 
very good ; for it is praiſed by the 
mouth of our Saviour, Matth, c. 17. 
and of Saint Paw , 2 Cor, 7, ofa 
thing very reaſonable, for millions of 
Saints have 7; rake in the be- 
inning of the Church ; of Tthi 

Soft holy , for the Scripture =D 
given it the name of SanCtity, Theſ- 
ſal. 4. to break.a yow ſealed as with 
the ſeal of the invocation of the hol 


Trinity. and the bloud of Jeſus ,. and | ' | 


break it not by frailty , but by. pro- 
feſſion ; againſt the practice and do- 
Arine ofall antiquity , is this a mark 
of the true Church. . 


Take the third mark , Obedience, © 


W 


| 
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7. molt natural to the primitive Chrift- 
ians, and all juſt men who are called* 
a nation of obedience, Eccl.3, and 
; you ſhall find in the infancy of the 
pretended Religion a revolt againſt 
all Eccleſiaſtical and ſecular powes 
continued in all times, and all- the 
Uh ot the world., where the. might 
| be introduced with ſuch cruelties as 
|; we know by woefull experience. 
| Take laſtly the fourth mark, which 
is the doye-like ſweerneſle that ſhone 
' in the firſt Chriſtians, even in the 
time of perſecutions , and you ſhall 
find in the pretended Religion there _ 
is nothing but conyenticles, conſilto- 
ries of State , factions , armies , ran- 
| fackings and horrours which make all - 
| good conſciences to tremble.Should I 
enlarge upon. this diſcourſe-T could 
| mention matters able to make marble 
| weep, but I will not labour to be e- 
loquent in our evils , which I ſeek. to 
; | ſweeten what I may ,. not. intending 
| toexaſperateany.. Onely I ask what 


* #8 £ 
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will your private SeRaries anſwer } 
ro the Church at the Cay of judge. 

ment, when She ſhall ſay , my firſt 

children bare- neither rod nor ſtick } 
to plant Faith in the hearts of meny 

and you have publiſhed a Religion | 
all briſtled with ſwords, and ſoored | 
over with the ſmoak »f cannons, all | 
ſprinkled with bloud of Carholicks ; 
my lawfull children at the pubhtiea- 
tion of the Goſpel fpake not one 
bitter word againſt executioners a. 
wary the moſt exquifite tortnents 
which might be inflicted : -and you, 
what vein I pray have you ſpared in 
my body from whence you drew not | 
rivers of bloud > your forefathers | 
buile Churches for me , and you have | 
demoliſhed them , they *ete&ted Alle ; 
tars and -you have piled them-dywn, 
they advanced Croffes to the and | 
you haye broken'them , - they have ' 
confecrated Pricfts for my fervice 
and you haye maſſacred them _ 
arms ; See the book of Monfenr te 

a Sain& | 
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Sain6t 11 the book of Satcage, The 
Apoftles taught me to plice the bo- 
dics of Saints under Altars, and yon 
have takcn them from that repoſe 
whereunto nature -configned them , 


and which is cften afforded to tma- 
lefaCtors, you have divided thern be- 


" teen fircand water 4 yea you have 


infected Elements, tnaking then as 
executioners of thofe venerable bo« 
dies whoſe foot-ftps - they ho 


naured : and of whit bedics? of @ 


Saint Irenare Dane at Dyone, of a 
Saint H;larae at Poitiers of a Stirit 
eAtran at Onloanct., of a Saint 
Mantih and n Saint Frante,of Pays 
la-at Toars , not to of others 
both in Prance and other comitries, 


.” The Apoſtles reach - us to honour 


Kings, afd you have loaden them 
with reproaches, even wr _ug 
of ' King (hurtes the ninth , with 
tarks moſt unworthy in a coin you 
ftarpt with” Crofſes -and Chareh- 
clales,yw to'the difititerting _ 
. > | It 
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heart of France the ſecond,.interred f 
at Saint Croſſe in Orleance , and the 
waſting it in flames, Judge now( O | 
| you pretenders) whether a Religion, 
which carrixd on the brow-thereof 
as ſo bartarovs,. pollutions ſo hi- 
deous, crueltics ſo execrablz, can pol. 
ſidly have the leaſt ſpark of piety , & 
tell-me not that ſome crueclties have | 
alſo been practiſed upon thoſe of 
your party, I will not undertake to 
excuſe all popular commotions which 
the fury and cruel proccedings of the 
prime rebelling Hereticks have occa- 
fioned, I approve extremely ſweet- 
neſſe , and think that Diet is: more þ. | 
likely to cure. then Phlebotomy, But | 
if the juſtice of Kings have ordained. 
ſomething thereupon , ix. belongs-nat.. | 
to us to judge their ations, only this. $ 
I will ay., that the houſholder's rod  ; 
juſtly lifted up againſt: a -rebelling 
fervant , ought not..to- be c Ka. . 
with the armes of a fervant , which... 
he takes in hand againſt his maſter, - 
murther- 


under Epiſc Government, 4t 
murthering his fellow-ſervants in his 
preſence, Be not thoſe. excellent 
marks-for the eſtabliſhing of Reli- 

2 $ gion? what cxcuſe can the pretend- 
f. } ers have before God's unayoidable 
\ | Tribunall for having followed ſuch a 
SeR, which is raiſed for no other end. 
then Rebellion againſt all ſuperiour | 
| powers, and the vilifying of nobility.” 


$. I1, 


'For a third confideration,examine 
well the foundation of this new Re- 
ligion, and you ſhall diſcover the de- 
ceit thereof,Catholick Religion hath 
for foundation all that which may 

| ſettle a fair 'and generous ſoul, as 
21 Saint Auguſtine obſerved , contra 
'" \ fundamenti, If the word of 
' } Godſhoutd hold the chief place and 
} | ſerve as a baſs for this great building: 
» Þ of the Church (as is moſt reaſonable) | 
| we inceſſantly challenge minifters'to 

' | ſhew us one onely Text i nas" 

; bart ma 
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4mal and wreprovcable ,' Contrary: to: 
the Artides of our Faith, for bitherto 
they have prodixced nothing-butfery- 
blances ta deceive inferiour: judge; 
ments being unable ro make them 
before underſtanding and cap- 
able men ; If a lawfull ſucceſton and 
miffion of Paftours be required, which: 
'W/abſcdutcly necefary for the efta-: | 
bliſhment of an eccleſiaſtical hierar- 


chie., we ſhew, that. from the - Apo- ; 


les hitherward our Prelates and | 
Biſhops doe: all' ſucceſiively follow 
ond' another'; Tf the authority of | 
Councils: be. demanded; which are: - 
the Gnews,' the: mouthes and living» | 
Qracles-of'a-true_ Religion, let then: | 
be looked en:the revolution of fomas. | 
ny: ages, and-they- will be fad altos: ||. 
gethorfor u8;; If che-imcarpretptiong. 
of Bathers and Dodtaurs'( wha were) | 
theiligihes of their times, the inflyus; " 
roents-of the Holy; Ghoſt and) facre- 
raries of the Divinity: ) ave" any 
weight with a-ſoifl y cd 10: 
Fil: eltabliſh / 


1 
$ 


nader Epaſc. Gotiernment” an 
cſtabliſh a truththen eſpecially when 
| they all with one aceard and-conſens 
wn do ſpeak , they: loudly condemn: the 
m exxour and noveliſine af our adverſas 
j res; If mixaeles which were wr 
in the C:ght- of all mankind with: fo 
+ | Puch. approbatian that they haye-©- 
h 


victed, confefiion from the: moft- irv 
| Credulaus,.- and: reverence fram:the 
moſt ftupids,, weigh down the bal- 
lance, it is our fide ; If the-fludy of 
| perfection and holineffe of life be jn« 
fallible marks of true Faith , you may 
as ſoon. tcll the ſtarres.in the skie-as 
reckon up. the number of holy per. 
tonages who have flouriſhed rough 
all agevamongſt us, and who cherems 
are daily noted with ſuch.excollen< 
cies, that/living:as Angels they: ſpeak 
& {ike rruc Oraclesof che Diviniry g/Bi- 
| nally, ifwe-wiltl-give any credivito 
| anciour- momunents , the inarble-ig/ 
_ Churches yard: _—_—_— our —_ 
ſeours for us, verily: 
wary ry and invincible- yo: 4 
J85t3 WIC 
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which nude Saint Auguſtine reſolve 
upon.the Religion we profeſle. wars 
great conſiderations (ſaid he) wit 
much reaſon keep me in the obedi= 
ence of the Catholick Church, the | 
conſent of people and nations hold 
me, the authority of the ſame Church 
which is riſen up by miracles , nou- 
riſhed with hope, augmented by cha- 
rity, eſtabliſhed by it's antiquity. The 
ſucceſsion of Biſhops holds me there- 
in, which beginning in the See and | 
authority of Saint Peter , to whom f 
God recommended the care of the |. 
flock , .is maintained to this preſent |} 
time : laſtly , the name of Catholick 
holds me in it ; he addeth (contra e- 
piſt. Manicher) he would not belieye. 
the Goſpel it ſelf 1f he were not: |: 
convinced by the authority of the" 
Church, Much after which ſtyle it: 
is written in the eight and fourtieth: 
Epiſtle to one Yincentine who had . { 
been very wavering in choice of Re+ / 
ligion ; My friend it is long _ 
| tnat 


[#/..x 


yc 


, 
he 


| 


j 
| 
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that your ſpirit hath been fickly and 
diſquicred , if you will make an end 
of it's troubles , and put a period to 
your labours , there is but, one word 
that can deci it , {eck and,follow.the 
way of the Catholick Church ; Be- 
lieve me true Religion can neither 
be obtained nor conſeryed withour 
the, Empire and command. of fome 
great authority as is that; of the uni- 
verſal.. No-lels -ſaigh Saint Jerome 


writing againſt the Lyciferians; Eco 


clefie [alus 4 ſum ſacerdotis di- 
{Here det, Cc, the manuten- 
tion of -the Church depends of the 
dignity, of a ſoyeraign High Prieſt, 
t0-whom,unlefſe an eminent” power, 
naiſed aboye the reſt of. men be attri= 
+ buted , there will | be, made as many 
ſehiſines i in the Church as there be. Ic 
is alſo the wholeſome counſel. KY that 
moſt ancient and grave author, V2» 
one ri gy » tet! iy econ the 
rality , the anriquity , 

nn conſent; let us hald whar is; 

C cy 
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every where , and alwayes , and by | 
all , ſo it be authorized by the divine 
'Law and the Catholick Churches 

Tradition , Lib. de prof anis vocunm 

novitatibus. Tertullian addes, that 

N' ultra ſcire , omma ſcire eſt , to: 
know nothing but that is to know 
all, 

Let us now ſee whether you have 

"better choice and more conſideration 

then this worthy man , who was one 


— 


————— 


"of the prime wits of the world , e- 


ſpecially if you- confider him back't 
'by thoſe other eminent men. Ler us 
ſee what your miniſters oppoſe” a- 
gainſt ſo many infallible :proofs to 
coyer their want of antiquity ,/miſ- 
fion , ſucceſsion , miracles, ſanity, 


_—_—— 


Judgement and reaſon, They ceaſc 
Not to buzze out every where -a falſe 
pretext of Scripture , which -yerilyis/ 
'the greateſt -illufion that cyer was ; 


4 ſelyes battered on every .lide fromthe 
-beginning of this Reformation, 
6h knew 


b for theſe wicked ones _ them« þ 


— 


_P—_ 
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knew well in their conſciences the 


Scripture was againſt them , yet not- 


withſtanding (ſaid they) to mock at 


the faith of man-kind and lead them 


into atheiſme, we muſt ayoid the de- 
cifion of a.power lively and -lawfull, 


'»we muſt onely take colour from the 


holy Text , we will make-it ſay what 
we liſt, we will maintain, nothing is 
to be believed but what is written, 


and that which is written -we Will 
. diſguiſe with our glofles and conſe- 

/ _ to catch thoſe who think 
t 


ey hayc ſome wit ; behold the 
onely means to Colour our pretences. 
You then who are endued with ſufh- 


cient and ſolid judgement, conſider a 


little how deceitfull , weak and ru- 


\ ©.inous thisfoundation is ; firſt, _—_ 
;\pears that the devil and all hereticks 


of former times haye taken the ſame 
foundation , ever faying the Scri- 


z - pture was on their fides , which«is 


' 5moſt untrue, Notwithſtanding be 


hold co what pals all hereticks came: 


, g 


C2 Anne 
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Myuncer proved by Scripture he was 


the Prophet. David. George a dia.. / 


bolical man that he was God , Eo 
condemned by the Council of 
Rheims that he was the true <Meſ- 
fras even by -the ſame Scripture , 
whence the truth of Saint Awſts7's 
words appears, that thence arc herc- 
-fies ſprung, that goodScriptures are 
not well underſtood , ad (conſent, e- 
pf 222, Secondly, the world 


ving been two thouſand yeares and 'F 


- more Without Scriptures ; the firſt 


were written in-Hebrew by abbrevi- 2 


—_— 


>» 


ation with'fuch ambiguity , that eve- 


ry one following his own opinion {| 


joht 'frame'a Bible 'to his own 
- liking, yea ſometimes ſuch diverſity | 
-was found in the Hebrew, Greek «rd 


' Chaldee letter., that where one reads | 


David, another reads a bow! , where 


- one the liver, another a-pillow;where | 


* one beauty, another a ſavage beaſÞ; 
'Where one the word, -another life; 


' where one reads the living , — if 


$ 
yz 
j 


| 
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the dead, And you who neither 
know Hebrew, Greek nor Latine, on 
whom will you relie > Thirdly, 
upon paſlages written in vety clear 
and expreſ[2 termes , as, .T h:s is my 
body; the ſpirits of men have ey ng 
two hundred opinions quite differ... 
ent ; What then will become of diffi- 
cultiecs more thorny ? Julian Bilhop, 
of Toledo wrote a volume of appa- 
rent Contradictions in Scripture , . 
which in ſubſtance hath .none ; | but . 
which notwithſtanding ſeems many 


' zimes to fay things direQly contra- | 


ry, ſuch obſcurity there is in. ſome 
paſſages, Whom hows we belicye ? 


' do you not ſee this were a means t9 


4 = 
——X - 
— —— —— = 


maintain eternal diviſions if there 
;were no. Judges to decide differences 
-in a Kingdome, but that every one 
ſhould carry the cauſe according to 
the proportion of his loud crying, to 


| .rmake his Texts and Allegations to be 
7] of force ? what would this come un 


ta? and you would bring the like 
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diſorder ifito the Church, Fourthly, 
in the ancient Law the Bible was in 
the Ark and no man duſt open it, 
and turn it to reſolve controverſies 
r-pon this Rule , but di1 expeCt the 
deciſion thereof fiom the Pricſts 
mouth, who had a lawfu!l ſucceſsion, 
The lips of the prieſt are the ſtore- 
houſes of knowledge , and from his- 
mouth you ſhall enquire the law, ſaid 
the Prophet Malachy, chap.2, ver,7, 


Fifcly., the . wiſeſt men in the world + 


after they had maturely thought up" 
on it , found no other way to deter- 
mine controverſies, but to have re- 
courſe to the deciſion of a head; ſuch 
is the opinion of Saint [renews 
Saint eAngnuſtive , Saint Jerome, 
Vincentins Lirinenfs, and all others. 


Sixthly, it is the commandment- of” 


' God., when any-controverftes ſhall 
be raiſed, my Prieſts ſhall hold Seſ- 
ſions and ſhall judge, for of neceſsity: 
we nuuſt have an authority command-; 
ing,magiftral & deciſive, Ez.44.24.: 


For } 
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4 For concluſion , can one ſpeak any 
_ thing more juſt then that in caſe any 
place of Scripture hath-oOſcurities in 

s jt, 1t were to mich better purpoſe to 

[ hear thereupon th2 deciſion of an- 

' . cient” Fathers diſntereſted from our 
.. controverſies, then to enforce our 

| ſelves topaſs.upon the judgement of a 

. paſSionate adyerſary: without. war- 
rant. oz authority, When in the 
 year-1523, herche began firſt in 
Exante:; and that there was but: one 

f Minifter a wool-carder , called John 
| Clark m the City of Meawnr, where 
ſhould we find the interpretation of 
Scripture, in the mouth of this 
carder or in a lawfull Council? judge, 
behold what you goe about , you may 
hereby ſee how much this pretex: of 
Stripnire is malicious, ſhifting and 
friyolous, I adde that they overthrow 
themſelyes by thoſe wayes by which 
they ſeek to eſtabliſh themſelves ; for 
if we,qught not to belicve any thing 
butthat which is _— s eee 
. 4 ; z 
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place of their Bible will they find 
that twenty thouſand paſſages muſt 
be taken out of ours ? in what place 
will they ſhew vs the books of Aac- 
eabees are not Canonical ? in what 
place that Sunday muſt be kept holy 
and not Saturday ? in what places 
that yowes muſtibe. broken ? in what 


plnce that <ul who cannot yet 
dlieve nor -aWer for themſclyes 
arc t5 be'baptiſed; and ſo many 0- 


ther things, which make us ſufficieat- 
ly underſtand they- ruine themſelyes 
by their own hands, Ponder I pray 
a little and examine judiciouſly the 
many paſſages which they alledge 
2painſt the Articles of our Faith, and 
you ſhall find that in them all ; the 
force and wreſt the Scripture to fit 
it tv their own opinions, andthat of 
the King's image which is all of 
pearls they make the figure of a Fox, 
as faith Saint [renens, Alas poot 
pretenders, to whom doe you rrult 
your ſalyation , your honows , lives 
7 and 


; 
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and ſoules, having rejected the be- - 
lief and tombes of your fore-fathers 
upon a pretext of Scripture caſt and 
moulded on the heads of men more 
changeable then Prodhenſes ? Great 
God, father of lights and veritics, 
who' by thy eternal, providence_ g0- 
yerneſt eyen the ants and bees , canſt 
thou haye ſo forſaken man in a mat- 
ter of ſuch importance as that of 
Religion, as to give him for rule 


.. thereof the gloſſes- and conſequences : 


of a private ſpirit bereft of reaſon, 
yeritie and thy ſelf 3 thou art all 
wiſe and all juſt, and as thou haſt e- 
ftabliſhed Kings and Princes to- be 

the living Oracles and interpreters of 
humane Laws, ſo haſt thou ordained * 
tm thy Church ſome lawfull chief 
Paſtours and Magiſtrates to decide. 


| all differences , nor leaving each per=- - 


ſon to his peculiar ſenſe and fancie, -. 
Thou accounteſt them heathens and ' 
Publicans who- ſeparate themfelyes - 
afid refuſe to hear the Charch,, yer 


R125 C-$-; theſe 


- ſacred- perſons of Kirigs ; a million . 
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theſe blinded ſoules ceaſe not to que- 


ſtion thy own word, whilſt they pre- 
tend to be onely ruled by it; 


#19; 


Finally, for the fourth conſidera- 
tion take the maxime from the.ſon of 
God ; to judge well of -a Sect, you 
muſt judge by the fruits and the ef- 
fects, Matth, 7, What fruits and 
what effe&ts have'we ſeen to come 
from this pretended Religion ? the 
fear. of God ſtifled in the hearts of 
men by a preſumption of their ſalva- 
tion , Chriſtian diſcipline oppreſſed 


by liberty, chaſtity troden under 


foot by unvridled luxury, the ſtand- 
ard of rebellion advanced againſt the 


of -Chriſtians - expoſed to. flaughter, 
four- thouſand Church-yeſtries pil- 

ed ;: five hundred Churches demo- 
liſhed, Fraxce ſo many times given 
Over 2s a prey to ſtrangers ; Corru-: 


Pt3ons .. 


—_ 
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ptions ſo ſtrange, deſolations {9 
dreadfull, a&ts ſo barbarous, that they 
make the hair ſtand an-end on the. 
heads of all good men who have ne- 
ver ſo little underſtanding. (Mon. de 
Sain&es 17 his book of Saccage. ) A 
ſyle of fire were needfull, or a pen 
of Adamant ftceped in bloud to ex- 
preſſe them. Ah poor France ! how 
niany times by the mcans of this he- 
refie haſt rhou ſen: thy boſome here- 
* tofore crowned with eares of corn, 
+ and-gilded with harveſts ; all briſt- 
led over: with battalions ? how many 
timss haſt:thou ſeen the land covered 
with bladcs and the ſea with ſhips ? 
how many times haſt thou felt the 
armes of thy children : to encounter 
in chy proper entrailes ?2' how many 
tines | Pin tho {cen flames of bro+ 
thers hoſtility fly chrough'thy farand 
fruicfull elds ? 7 ko | 'thog not 
[wear in all the parts of thy godie.? 
when have 'not_ riyers of bloud becn 
drayin from: thy- yeingbut ſuch hou 


nd -- 
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as wa$able to cement together huge 


bulwarks fot the defence of our coun- 
tric, or to ſerve for ſeed for Flower- 


de-luces ro make them grow and be! 


adyanced in the plains of Paleſtine, 
and they have been facrificed to fu- 


ries. Innocencie ſeemed to afford in-. 


fants ſhelter from the tempeſt , yet 
the ſword of herefie . found a paſſage 


into their tender bodies ; age ren-. 


dred old men venerable, yet would 
no pardon be granted to their gray 


hairs moiſtned with the maſſacres of » |: 


their children ; virgins were guard- 
ed in their mothers armes as a Tem- 
ple of God, yet have they been dis- 
peut - ſo many perſonages . of 
quality mot eminent have ſerved as 


an 2im for their unpiety , their pains. 


have been ſport for them, and their 
death a ſpeRtack, What hair would 
nI ſtand an-cnd with horrour , and 
what eye not weep forth bloud when 
we ſpeak -of theſe diſaſters which 
your ſelycs deteſt > Nor can you 
Rh OO Gufficignte 


C 
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{: ſufficiently wonder at the cruelty of 
thoſe who have taken the liberty of 
ſuch barbarous outrages, and fo 
: {; bloudy Tragedies, I pafſe over this 
. , difcourſe as over coales covered with 
* athes, and would willingly - be ft- 
- lent, were it not that as it was fit to 
- expoſe maſſacred bodies to viewzthere- 
by to cure the nuadnefs of the Afilt 
ſian maids, ſo muſt I difcoyer ſome 
bloudy effects in the pretended Re- 
ligion to raiſe a horrour againſt it.in 
.\-- good ſoules,, Why alſo have you in 
' this time renewed ſo many wounds. 
': which weremot well cloſed, and for 
' want of a little obedience fo lawfully 
dug to the moſt juſt Prince of the 
; world, doe you make a civit war to 
exhauſt France of gold and bloud af- 
terſuch expence and ſo many bloud« 
tercings > If theſe acts ſeam ſo- baſe 
and inhumane to you;why abbor you 
not the.Se&t which produceththem > 
If God curſes him who is the cauſe of 
ſcandals, were it not fit , a > 


OD .. — 
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ſome belicf eſtranged from common 
ſenſe,rather a thouſand times to ſtifle 
it-in the bottom of your conſcience, 
then to divulge it with theſe difturb- 
ances, diyifions, and ſpoil of a coun- 
try, Which you ſhould loye as 
men, and honour as true children ? 
Were there ſome ſtain in the houſe 
ofqur mother (which neyer was)muſt. 
you therefore call her whore,drag her 
along by the hair, and carry hre to 
burn her houſe , inſtead of providing 
water to quench the flames? Is it not, 
better to become patient, to ſweeten. 
the acerbiries of times ,, ſpare wounds 
on ulcered bodies ; or at lcaft to be 
ſatisfied with filence in a - niager 
where you can pretend no right of 
_ correction ? What was thar. Fa 
orbitant which theChurch command- 
ed, for ' which. you ſeparated - your 
ſelyes and wok armes to dcfend the 
wranglings of our Apoſtataes/,. made- 
afcerward your Apoſtles 2, What, 
maximes-haye we* ſo rough and un- 
"$70 | reaſonable, . 


| under Epiſc, Government, 5ey 
# reaſonable , that they muſt be taken 
away with the ſword , there to plant 
Reformation ? - Conſtder a little the 
Notable corrections. and admirable 
| . policies which arch-hereticks haye in- 
| vented to introduce them into the 
Church. I will here with all finceri- 
tie recite the Maximes of the chief 
Setaries , of which ſome have after- 
wirds aftrighted you, and you haye 
diſayowed them , as you daily doe 
by others ; God making you plainly 
ſee the inconſtancie and oreat diver- 
. ſitie-of your doArine , the little con- 
fidence you ſhould put therein, * The 
 Catholick Church teacheth that God: 
would haye all the world faved - as 
the Apoſtle hath expreſſed in the 
iſtle to Timothy, (1 Tim. 2. 4.) 
that he defires nothing but what is 
good, whereof he is the ſource ; and 
that he communicated hiinſelf-to ' all 
his children', The Pretended fay-that 
God adſolutely deſires that which- is 
evil, yca doth it willingly 3 arid pre- 

PE? HI deſrinates - 
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deftinated men without any regard, | 
fome to life, others to eternal damna- 
tion ; as ifa father who had daugh- 
ters ſhould cut the throat bf one tnoſt 
innocent, & marry the other wealth- 
ily, having no other reaſon for it but | 
his will ; which is moſt execrable 
impietic pronounced by the author of 
this Set, who ſaith that men are 
all created to'the like. condition , but 
that life eternal is preordained for 
ſome , and eternal damnation for 0- a 
thers 3' (alvin. iſtit. 3. cap. 21. 
the- Catholick Church ſpeaks of 
oar Saviour with - moſt profound _ | 
and religious reverence; the Author 
of the Pretended makes him inferi- 
our-to his Father , calling him the ſe- 
cond King after God, and attribute= - | 
ing ignorance to him, defpair on the ' # 
croſs, and the paines of che damned,” | 
Calvin; in Evang. Matth, cap. 27. 
Isftit. 2. c.16. which things are , 
moſt horrible; the Cathotick Church 
holdeth Jeſus Chriſt to be 'the onely 


a 


whder Epiſc.G overnment,” 6x 


; | ntediatour of redemption , and that 


. 
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there is no other name either in hea- 
ven or earth in which and by which 
we can be ſaved , and for that cauſe 
ſhe honoureth it all ſhe can, extend- 
ing and multiplying the fruits of ho. 
nour and praiſe, not onely in his own 
perſon but in. his f:zends alſo , which 
are the Bleſſed Virgin and rheSaints, 
whom we pray unto as the fruits of 
his Crofle, and take them for media- - 
tors of interceſſion , grounded there- 
in-on the wor$.of God which .come' 
mands the friends of Fob 40. take him. 
for intetceſſour , though he were in 
this rranfitory-life z Job 42. and 
not at all doubting if the ſoul of the 
evil rich man prayed unt» Abrahaw 
out, of Hell, Luke 16. but wemay, 
on earth be permitted. to call.to our 
aid ſoules ſo faithfull, ſo much ho. 
noured by God , and whoſe prailes- 
he reckons. his own greatneſs z We 
likewiſe reyerence holy images , ſince: 
it is an ancient cultome p.IM: 
| ' Church, 
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Church , the marks whereof we yet 
behold in Tertullian , ( de pudici- 
tia ca,7.) who might have conyerſed 
with the Diſciples of the Apoſtles ; 
the Pretended quite contrary feign- 
ing they honour Saints as on2 would 
Socrates orPhocion, perpetually mock 
thereat, break down their unages,calt 
them by the naracs of Idols and falſe 


gods ; the Catholick Church holds! 


man hath free will ſupported in this 


Article upon ſo many paſlages'of 


Scripture, as Ger; 4: Deut. 30, Ec- 


clef.. 1 57 the Pteternded deſpoil man + 
of all liberty , which is to deſtroy the * 


worth of his condition ,” and to de- 
prive him of the beſt part of his eſ- 
ſence ; "the Catholick Church holds 


the bloud of our Saytour 4s a treaſure'- 


infinite, and yery' able'to purgea- * 
Way all manner of evil, and to merit 
all good ; but that it-is applyed to'us 
by works of fſatisfattion and merit, 
and purgative paines in thoſe who”) 
ſtand in -need of it, 28 a medicine 
| which 


- 
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| 


are not yet purifie 
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which profiteth the ſick man by the 
cooperation he bringeth'; the Pre-- 
tended reaches - good works are not 
neceſlary to ſalyation,but onely faith 
juſtifieth, which is to open a gate to 
the corruption'of good mannets, and' 
to all kind of liberty ; the Catholick- 
Church believes a Purgatory for: 
ſoules which going out of the body 

s Prong” there- 
in on nineteen or twenty paſſages of 
Scripture, all underſtood by the an-- 
cient Fathers according to our. belief: 
the Pretended haying diſturbed the: 
aſhes of the dead, deprive him of the 
aſſiſtance and prayers of the living, 
contrary to divine and humane lawes* 
and the nanifeſt practice of all anti- 
quity-; the Catholick Church makes: 
a Sacrament of marriage according 
to Saint Pax and the interpretation 
of moſt eminent Fathers of - the 
Church , the Pretended make. their 


marriages like thoſe of the Barbari-. 
' ans ; the Catholick . Church holds 


the-- 
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the reality of the body of Chriſt in 
the Sacrament of the Altar, and be- 
lieyes that under the Sacramental 


ſpecics or accidents which are ſcnſ1- - 


ble and corruptivle. our Saviour ſub. 


filteth with a glorious bady. which is- 


called by S. Paul a ſpiritual body,be- 


cauſe it is dignified with qualities &- 


conditions of a-ſpirit though ir looſe 
not the effence of a- body,ſhe adoreth 


therein withall humility that which - 
ſlie cannot comprehend ſufficiently,;. 


after expreſſe paſſages of Scripture, 
the Jecificn o fourty councels, the 
teſtimony of five bundred authours- 


ancient , graye and ſincere, Adding 
from the Authority of the moſt illu- 
Rrious Council of N7ce, that it is the 


unbloudy ſacrifice preſented for the- 


expiations of the fannes of the world, 
the Pretended inſteadof it willplace 
chimeracs, imaginary-figments, cefſa- 


tion of Sacrifice , and abominable 


deſolation 3. the Cathokck Church 
publiſheth- confeſſion and remiffion 


of. ; 
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of ſnnes by the miniſtry of Priefts, 


as the Son-of God did inſtitute it in 
S. Iobn, ( Job, 20. 0.22.23.) the 


'Pretended ſhaking off ſo wholeſome 


a-yoak hath made himſelf a way to 
liberty and diflolution:; the Catho- 
lick Church acknowledgeth a'yifible 
head on earth eſtabliſhed by the ex- 
preſs word of {Jeſus'Chriſt in Saint 


'HMatthew , (Mat:16.v17.18.19.) 


ayerred by all the holy Fathers, con- 


-feſſed by the continuation of a law- 
-full ſucceffion:in the reyolution of ſo 
- many ages., the Pretended ſeek to 
. < bring into the houſe of 'God an an- 
-archy of the children of Bel:al; the 
Catholick Church is the bright Star 


of Truths , the Pretended is a furious 


-tomet which thrawes diſorder and 


poiſon into all parts of the world.T9 
ſay euly , -ſ{bould an Angel have 


ſpoken it, yea could it create. a gald= 
in age, never might this deſign. 'be 
 accompliſht.by wayes ſo furivus and 


turbulent,-But haying coſt France'ſo 


66 Of the (hurch Militam 
much gold and bloud , what hath it 
done but that which 'is nientioned 
by the excellent pen of Cardinal Be- 
rule in the preface to his book of the j 
greatneſſe of Jeſus: a Church with- | 
qut Apoſtles , Apoſtles without miſ- |} 
fion, paſtours without ſheep , ſheep 
without ſhepheards, faithfult without | 
' Churches, Chriſtians without ba- [ 
 ptiſme, | Prophets without miracles, 
Temples without altars,altars without 
ſacrifices, a Religion without cere- 
” monies, a law without obedience, a 
faith without works, and a charit 
- without effects. Behold / excellent 
' pieces and well worthy of a.reformed 
Church, 


$. 13 


/ Now let me ask thee, O worthy | 
- Nobility, if thou come to gather all 
+ " thoſe Reaſons here by me colle&ed, 
what excuſe thou canſt frame to ſerve 
thy turn beforc God's ſeyere Tribu- 
, $212 nal 


it 
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nal if thou perſiſt ſtill in thy obſtina- 
,cie, There needs not great yolumes 
of controverſies and diſputes to cure 
; «thee ; call thy judgement to councel, 
doe but-contemplate the pure rayes of 
- . Nature's light , - hearken t9.thy con- 
ſcience. Art thou ignorant that the 
Iſraelites in the ancient law did dif- 
- - member themſelves from the:body of 
-the Synagogue which gade them fall 


] 


| 2into moſt grieyous-calamities, for the 


-ayoiding of which they had recourſe 
to the -armes and clemency of Ale. 
/xander ? But he underſtanding that 
'it was. 2 revolted $quadron which 
-was ſeparated. from the body of: his 
brethren , was {> far from: counts. 
.nancing them that he would not hear 
mention made of them, -. Foſeph the 
Jew in his eleventh. book of Antiqui- 
ties addeth, that he even refuſed un- 
to them the'priviledges which he had 


& ren to: all other Jews; | ſo much 
- adid thi 


is valiant Captain bythe otiely 


| -natural. judgement find choſe di- 


_  yorces 
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yorces of Faith and Religion preju- | 
dicial to humane ſociety, Have you 
never conſidered what the ſame Jo- | 
ſeph recounts in his thirteenth book 
of Antiquities near the end > That | 
-the Samaritans after they had made | 
rticular faion, and ſeyered them | 
ſelves from the-Synagogue, they. built | 
. unto themſelves -a Temple in Gar. | 
z#m , as our Hereticks ar Charentay, | 
-and that boldly -publithing —_— 
the true Religion, and the true -Tem« 
Pe they cauſed che controverhe to 
-be- brought before 'King Prolomer | 
(though-a heathery for to decide the | 
differences of ' the true Religion; 
-whichy itideed' was no ſmall trouble 
and diſguſt to the-more illuſtrious of 
the 7ewtſh nation, to ſee the authori- 
ty.of the moſt ancient Temple inthe 
world- brought -in-queſtiqn,” Yet not» 
withſtanding the Samaritans infiſted 
and: did; utge' to--haye adyocates of | 
both fides , ''on. condition that: they 
who ſhould be caſt by the fudge | 
LT ould | 
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{hould. be'punithed, with death, Two 


Oratours pleaded for Samaria, to 


| wit Sabee and T heodoſe ; Androme 


atone defended the old Religion be- 
fore the King who ſate in hisTarone 
acconipanicd with his Princes and 
Council, This man who was zealous 
for the Truth did plegd ſo well chicf- 
ly infiſting upon antiquity, ſucceſhon 
of lawfull high Prieſts, and the com- 
mon ſenſe of all {gs who had: pre- 


| ſaid in theſe fewg 


ſented-rhe true Temple with ſo great 
| donarics , that the King, gave ſen» 
tence in fayour of the old Religion, 
| and cauſed the Deputics of the Re- 
bells. inſtantly. to be put to death, 
Seeſt thou, O deluded Nobility, what 
force and vigour this bright ihining 


light of nature. hath. even amongfl 


heathens and 1nfidels > How the God 

of nature enſorceth even the impure 
tongues to declare the truth;and pu- 

| ricy. of Religion 2, Doſt thou-not 
think that: if all Fon I have 
ES Were repre- 


ſented 4 
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ſented to the ſtupideſt and moſt ſa- 


yage heathen that eyer was, he would | 
Ly "the oncly light-of nature frame | 
the ſame judgement in our behalf 
which Prolomee gave in favour of | 
the Hebrews ? And yet wile thou || 
repell and withſtand the. force of q 
C-C's ſpi-it > what wilt thou be a- 
ble to alledge in thy defence at the 
dreadfull jrdgemernt that expects 
thee > wilt thou ſay , I thought my 
Religion was the true and lawful ? 
Miſerable wretch ;ſceſt thou not that 
the memory of all ages, the conſent 
of all Nations , the very ſtones of 
Churchcs, and the Marble of thy an- 
ceſtows Tombes menaced thee heayi- 
ly and beſpake thy damnation? What 
mirzcles hadſt chov ſcen ? what angel 
had ſpoken to thee ? what lanQiity 
and ho{ineſs of life hadſt thou noted 
in the Authors of this Sect > wert 
thou ſo bereaved of humane under- 
ſtanding as nb to ſee palpably . c- 
-novgh that aFligivo which begun 
by 44.54 F- by 


Ee 
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the breach of promiſes made to God, 
by the ſacriledges and impurities of 
the Apoſtataes, by the general reyolr 


againſt King, againſt divine and hy. 
mane lawes, by the filth and ordure 


of the fleſh by the diflolution of 
good manners by bloud and furies, 
could not come and take it's ſource 
from the holy Ghoſt ? Didſt thou 
not ſee before thy eyes the deſolati- 


-ons of thy poor countrey, the robbing 


and prophaning of Churches 
God's houſes, to take thence and 
from no other their ſource and ori- 
vine ? you will-fay , I found that 
my Religion had the Scripture of it's 
fide, Ah ! lamentable illufton ? to 
whom did the' Scripture ſend thee if 
not to the Priefts and lawfull Pa- 


Rours > what ſaid the Scripture un- 


to thee but that. thou ovghtelt to k 

the traditions , thou oughrelt to obey 
thy Prelates,, thou oughteſt not to 
eruſt thine own judgement, 'thou 


 oughneſt to captivate it in nntters of + 
(es D 2 Faith, ' 
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Faith , and that it was better to be- 
lieye with « holy fupplicity, then, que- 
{ijon wich a proud curiolicie?Couldet 
thou be ignazant that the d:viis, and 
ali hercticks after them had taken the 
ſame pretext of Scripture onely to co- 
lur their malice, and that with paſ- 
ſages which had. a fairer ſhew and 


a ppcarance then thoſe. of thy Mini-. 


ters ? and 'yet they: who followed 
them arc miſerably damncd, 


. 14, 


Opcn ,thine eyes , worthy. Nobili- 
ty ; open thy eycs, poor beguiled 
people, at leatt to the wonderfull and 
hcavy judgements;of God which thou 
haſt ſo long ſhut. to. thy duty, Sce 
and conſider that the laſt yerdict and 
ſcatence of this unhappy .Sect is a1- 
ready written in heaven , and that it 
mult at laſt yield and, fall ro, naching 
28. other herefies have done. O No- 
bilicy why doſt thou look for cleargr 


nd 


on 
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and more manifeſt proofs of God's 
will > I'addrefle ' not theſe lincs to 
Epicurian SeCtatics that have no o- 
ther Religion but-their bellies , be- 
cauſe they have moulded their ſovlcs 
merely of fleſh and bloud; Neither 
doe I ſpeak here to the fadtious Sect- 
aries that will appear like Lords a- 
mongſt the people, becauſe the onely 
God they have is'their fortune-and 
orcamncfſe, Nor laſly do I direct 
tay ſpecch to paſſionate miniſters , to 
rhe ſpirits df ' ſome doating' obſtinate 
old 'women,'nor to 'a bruitiſh or en- 
raged'people , becauſe they have wil- 
fully bereaved themſelyes of all com- 
mon ſenſe and reaſon.I ſpeak to'thee 
O Nobility, I ſpeak to you perſons of 
quality , unto- you Miniſters, who 
have yet a vein of generoſitie , ſenſe 
and judgement remaining. I ſpeak 
to You-O Poor people, if you love to 
be guided by- reaſon. What can 
hinderyou from returning to the b9- 
ſome of che @awbCatholickChurch, | 

ge aD. 3. wan 
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which ccaſeth not to ſtretch her 
armes and 9pen her heart to your 0- 
bedience and ſudmition > Are you 
yet afraid that infidzls will blame 
you of inconſtancy in changing of 
your Religion 2 know you not that 
there is onely yice and errour to 


which wemuſt want conſtancy?Why - 


ſhould you bluſh at a humane weak- 
neſſe, and not at withſtanding truth? 
Was it a blemiſh in Saint Pazx/ to 
become an Apoſtle of a Perſecutor ? 
a blemiſh in Conſtantine , 5f a hea- 
theniſh infidel ro become a Chriſti- 
an? a blemith to Cl/oxzs the firſt 
Chriſtian King of France, to be 
conyerted and drawn to Chriſtianity 
by a woman ? a blemiſh'to Henry 
the great to become Catholick after 
he had been an enemy »f our Reli- 
gi2n ? Finally , was 1t a_blemith to 
ſo many learn2d Proteſtant Do- 
tours and very novle perſons w9 
are returned to the Religion of theit 
fore-fathers 2 It is-a-hamane thing 

| ro 


| 


— 
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to fail, but willfully to perſiſt in his 
faults is a m2zre diabolical vic, L:t 
us imp1:e the many . falls ' that 
have havp:ned , to thz malice of che 


' age, bur lzt 5 not grudgz God the 


P 


converſion of ſoules , which are the 


' works of his hands, It belongs but to 


enraged ſpirits ro bury themſelyes in 
the tome of d2ſpair , and think that 
dying fortheir: chymera:s they (hall 
encreaſe the Martycologies of theLu- 
therans anJ Anavapiſts, Are, you 
afraid leaſt it ve ſaid-that you foilow 
the courfe of the times. and not th2 
light of your conſciznce ? waat mit= 
ters it if the children of darkncfle 
judge ill of the children of light? Did 
ever the ſun bluſh for not being 
looke upon wiſhfully by ' owls and 
batts> know you not that” Saint 
Ambroſe Qaith that all this lifes hap- 
ineſs conlifts in three things ; in 
bringiog the appetite under ſuvje- 
Aion to reaſon , the eſtimate and 
rate of humane things to the judge- 
| D 4 'mnc 


» 
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ment of God , and buſineſſes to the 


occaſions that are incident, Who 
could juftly blame you for having 
ſubmitted wilfull obſtinacie 'to mode- 
ration, humane judgement to divin? 
Law, and for having followed rather 
innumerable learned: and conſcien- 
tious men of all ages, then a handful 
of proud and rebellious ſpirits ? We 
haye above brute beaſts the Reſurre- 
Ction of the body, and-above the de- 
vils repentance, All good ſoules arc 
capable of being changed into better, 
there is none-bur-deyiliſh ſpirits that 
will hereafter make a trade of living 


in rage and” dying in ſhame and'jg- *. 


nominie, Were 1t- poſſible that the 
commodities of this wotrld,;the condi- 
tions and temporal fortunes ſhould 
, as-yet keep you back? 'What _— 
hope: -more of ' this Se&t *Forſe 
by God and men?-though ſhe ſhould 
promiſe -unto you mountains of gold, 
ought you for a falſe and decertfull 
repreſentation © of -honowrs orgoods. 
| to 
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' to yield 2nd daſfiver your foules to e- 


ternal pains; and icnder your memo» 


' rie hatcfull to all men living > Per- 


chance you apprehend the rigorous 


.. proceedings of an unnatural facher, 


O 
the fury of a husband , th failing of 


' women, the imſolencies of bafe-and 


ſervile ſoules > And if it were 1i& 


+ ceſlary inthe beginning of your con= 


yerfion to ſuffer ſomewhat , where 


. will you- make; ſomne proof and: tryal 


of. the character of Chriſtianity if 


. not inthe combats of patience. > -Bur 


above ?lt take heed with alt pridence 
of thegrearcſt illuſion .that - could 
creepifito 4 Humane- ſpirit ;- to wit, 
of perſwading your ſelf. that ſuffer. 
ing for Hereſte you endure (for juſtt- 
ces ſake. Ir is the laſt ſnare the ſpi- 
rit of: Iyes 'will uſe to intangle; you 
with, -he -will not faile to repreſent 
unto yolt in; the confuſton-and low 
ebbe'of Proteftancy ,that' the time ts 
come whereinGod means to fevtzithe 
chaff frombe.good corny to paryicthe 


- true 
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true children from the unlawfull and” Þ* 

baſe-born , that the fornace is kind- * | 7 

led to try the bretheren of gold and-'|' 

lead, that it is now the Lord's war-*. : 
{ 


| 


like colours arc to be worn , Faith is 
to be ſcaled with the fignet of tridu- 
lation , and a thouſand ſuch things. 
He will tell you all that can be ſaid * | 
to a true Martyr,and will inflame the' 
very bloud of your yeins with deſires 
of baniſhment , of chains and perſe- 
cutions ſoothing you therein with a 
pretext of ſanRiry, He will infe& you ' Þ. 
with ſo furious a yanity , that being 
in the high-way to hell you will take 
your {elf to be amongſt the Angeli- 
call quires,Let not thoſe unhappy de- 
ceits beguile you, & never think ſuch | 
actions to be true marks of a fincere | 
piety. Hiſtories ate full of enraged” &$ 
deaths,liketothat which yourthoughr 
figures to her ſelf; allthe moſt bruciſh 
ereticks haye had the ſane ſpirit” q 
which Satan doth ordinarily breath 
into them with the ſpirit of errour & | 
lyes, 
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lyes. Behold in Lacian the wretched 
Peregrinns, he had been a Chriſtian, 


|- and from Ch:iſtian hs becam?2 H-:re- 
tick, from Heretick he turns an abſo- 


luce Renegate,and in that great abyſs 
of crimes and diſorders,charmed as ir 
were With the conceit of a moſt ima- 
ovinary ſanctity , he reſolyed of his 
own accord to burn himſelf altye in 


-2 full Aſſembly ob all Greece think- 


| ing to imitate our _ , and get 
is 


O 


an immortal Trophue to his falſe con- 


' ftancy, A prudent and $kilfull My: 


' fician that viſir-d him in a fckneffe 


bad him haye a little patience if he 
were weary of his life , for his body 
promiſed him. no long life, but he re- 
plyed that his intention was not to 
dye a popular death , and thereforc 
being cured be made this fair invita- 


"- tion to all that had a mind to ſee 


him dye by fire ſuch a certain day. 
He did not fail to meet at the:place 
appointed , and to make a fineral 
ſp2:ch to his praiſe, whereof Ho 
x 
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heard ſome words ; there he ſaid 


that havitg lived Hercales-ltke , he 
would dye after the fathion of Her- 


cules, and that in ſo doing'he ſhould | 


infinitely oblige mankind, Hz 
thought. that ſome would have hin- 
dered him , but when he ſaw. that 


ſome did excite him to diſpatch 


quickly the bufineſle, the pate colours | 


ſeized on 'his face, and he would 
perhaps hayzthrunk back,bur that va- 
nity had alre:dy engaged him't6ofar. 
After he had cauſed a gfeat pile of 
wood to 'be raiſed , he went about 


midnight ' accompanied with nmn- : 
bers of Cynick Philoſophets -thar . 


carried Torches to the place where 
he was:to execute that Trapical folly. 
When he came theteand the fire was 


kindted., he ftopt a while beforeit;: 


then: agking for ſome Frankincenſe 
he caſt ſome' grains thereof into 
the ſame, faying, O gods of my 
anceftours : receive me , and that be. 


ing Aid" he Jeapt into' the flames, 


which 
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which b:2an to conſume him in this 
world. that he might eternally be 
torment:d in the nxt, All which 
ſhewes you cl:erly ch:t we ought not 
to liſk:n unto hot fool-hardy {p1- 
'rits who maintain that death ir ſelf is 
to be undergone in defence of a chi- 
| mera , and who c{tzem ſuch a reſolu. 
| tion to be a mark of the truz Religi< 
on; for the ſpiric of darknefle hay- 
ing poſſeſſed a ſoul with infidelity, 
poureth into it by the ſame means 
the frantick .phancics which make it 
believe, that - thus dying , it will be- 


| come, molt. blefled and immortal, Seal 


as. muchas. you can your glory in hu. 
mility, in obetlience, in ſubmiſſion. of 
ſpiric to Iawfull powers, and beſurc 
that there and no where elſe is the 


S«ruc and onely way to truth, 


6: i. + Sa b$o1 


In the name. of God weigh at. 
leaſure theſe Conhderations which 


oY _ 
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would deſerve a whole volume, and 
ſince you are convinced by reaſon 
kick no longer againſt the goad ; goe 


no more avout, to forge difficulcics, | 


nor ſay , how ſhall T put this in exe- 
cution , What means have to do it, 
what will ſuch and ſrch fay , what 


will our whole fide ſay in | pax? | 


Muſt IT confefle I have erred ? and 
a thouſand other thoughts which are 
true illufions, You ſhall no ſooncr 


ſet your foot in .the true Catholick & 
Church with ſo many men »f note | 
tately converted , but all theſe phan-. } 
taſies will yaniſh , you ſhall live in 


peace of conſcience, and ſhall receiye 


before God glory immortal, 


dd. 
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